
 

 

 

 PARENT DEVOTION 
 MY FRIEND JESUS | LESSON 6  

FREEDOM IN FORGIVENESS  
  

Suddenly, Jesus’ words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster crows, you will deny three 

times that you even know me.” And he went away, weeping bitterly. – Matthew 26:75 

 

JESUS FORGIVES PETER 
 

READ MATTHEW 26:69-75; JOHN 21 

“Forgiveness is unlocking the door to set someone free and realizing you were the prisoner.” 

– Max Lucado 
 

Unforgiveness can get a stranglehold on our hearts like almost nothing else. When we are struggling to 

forgive someone, it is easy to become bitter. We resent the wrongs that have been done to us. We may 

even want to see the people who have wronged us suffer, if we’re honest. Things get even more 

complicated when the person we are struggling to forgive is ourselves. 
 

Peter had been on a roller coaster ride with Jesus. He was one of the more passionate, outspoken 

disciples, but his emotions often got the best of him. While Jesus agonized and prayed in the garden the 

night before his crucifixion, Peter and the other disciples kept falling asleep. And Peter may have 

reached an all-time low when, while Jesus was being mocked, beaten, and spit upon by his accusers, 

Peter denied even knowing him. Not just once, three separate times!  
 

Imagine the shame and regret Peter must have been feeling. After assuring Jesus he was “all in” on 

several previous occasions, he flat-out denied him at the point of Jesus’ greatest despair. He was surely 

struggling with the idea of forgiving himself in those long hours after Jesus was crucified. But leave it to 

Jesus. After his death and resurrection, he reappeared to his beloved disciples and in a tender 

interaction, gave Peter the chance to affirm his love for Jesus. Not just once, but three separate times. 

How gracious of God to redeem each of Peter’s denials. That forgiveness from Jesus gave Peter the 

power to forgive himself and go on to be a leader in the early church, introducing many to Jesus. 
 

Don’t allow yourself to get stuck in unforgiveness, whether toward another person or yourself. Jesus 

stands ready to help you forgive. The door to the prison cell has already been unlocked. 

 

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT 
 

1. Are you struggling to forgive anyone? Including yourself? 

2. What makes it hard to forgive others? What makes it hard to forgive ourselves? 

3. Take a few minutes to bring any areas of unforgiveness in your life to Jesus. Ask him to give you the 

grace you need to move forward. 
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