


Romans 4:5
“Since we are all one body in Christ we belong to each 
other and each of us needs all the others.”



Why We Need God’s Family
I need others to walk with me



Colossians 2:6
“Just as you received Christ Jesus the Lord so walk in 
Him.”



It’s Safer
It’s Supportive

It’s Smarter
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Zambian Proverb

“When you run alone you run fast. But when you run 
together you run far
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Proverbs 28:26
“Only fools trust in what they alone think.”



So What’s His Antidote?

He created two groups:

A Physical Family & a Spiritual Family



Genesis 2:18
“It is not good for man to be alone.”



Hebrews 10:25
“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together Instead 
let us encourage one another.”



1 Corinthians 14:6-8
“When you gather each one of you be prepared with 
something useful for all. Sing a hymn, teach a lesson, tell 
a story, lead a prayer, provide an insight. Take your turn 
with no one person taking over. That way you all learn 
from each other.”



Acts 2:41-47
“Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 
about three thousand were added to their number that 
day… They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the 
believers were together and had everything in common.



Acts 2:41-47
They sold property and possessions to give to anyone 
who had need. Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved.



Ephesians 4:16-17
“As each part [talking about the body of Christ] does its 
work, it helps the other parts grow. So Christ’s whole body 
is healthy and growing and full of love.” 



Church is not about satisfaction, but about 
sanctification.



Church is not about individuals, but about the Body.



1 Corinthians 12:12-21
“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many 
parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all 
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews 
or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit 
to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of 
many. Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I 
do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop



1 Corinthians 12:12-21
being part of the body. And if the ear should say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it 
would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If 
the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of 
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would 
the sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the



1 Corinthians 12:12-21
parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted 
them to be. If they were all one part, where would the 
body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. The 
eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the 
head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!””



1 Corinthians 12:24b-27 
“But God has put the body together, giving greater honor 
to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no 
division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part 
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices 
with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of 
you is a part of it.”



Church is not about emotion, but about mission.



Church is not about consumption, but about 
communion.



What is communion? Think “common-union” 



1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
“For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The 
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the 
same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



Why Gather?
It Provides an Opportunity to Focus on What 

is Ultimately Important



Exodus 20:8-11
“Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Work six days 
and do everything you need to do. But the seventh day is 
a Sabbath to God, your God. Don’t do any work—not you, 
nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your servant, nor 
your maid, nor your animals, not even the foreign guest 
visiting in your town. For in six days God made Heaven,



Exodus 20:8-11
Earth, and sea, and everything in them; he rested on the 
seventh day. Therefore God blessed the Sabbath day; he 
set it apart as a holy day.”



Matthew 22:37-38
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart … and soul and 
mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.”



Howard L. Rice

“God requires honesty from us, and such honesty can be 
painful. Because God knows us better than we know 
ourselves, pretending will not work. God’s knowledge of us 
demands that we come to terms with who we really are.”



Why Gather?
It Provides an Opportunity for Us to Face Our 

Challenges Together



1 Thessalonians 5:10-11
“Jesus died for us so that we can live together with Him … 
So encourage each other and give each other strength …”



1 Peter 3:8
“You should be like one big happy family,  full of 
sympathy toward each other, loving one another with 
tender hearts…”



Romans 12:5
“In Christ, we who are many form one Body and each 
member belongs to all the others.”



W.D. Weatherall 

“Long looking with admiration produces change. From 
your heroes you pick up mannerisms and phrases and 
tones of voice and facial expressions and habits and 
demeanor’s and convictions and beliefs. The more 
admirable the hero is and the more intense your 
admiration is, the more profound will be



W.D. Weatherall 

your transformation. At its most intense, admiration floods 
over you like a wave [and] takes you to a strange new 
shore that, in the end, turns out to be the one that makes 
all the difference."



Why Gather?
It Provides an Opportunity to Fortify Our Faith.



Hebrews 6:1
“Let us go on and become mature in our understanding 
as strong Christians ought to be.”



Romans 10:14-17
“A sight to take your breath away!
Grand processions of people
telling all the good things of God!”



Why Gather?
It Provides an Opportunity to Fulfill our Divine Destiny.



Ephesians 2:10
“We are God’s masterpiece. He created us anew in Christ 
Jesus so that we can do the things do the things He 
planned for us long ago.”



1 Corinthians 12:5-7
“There are different kinds of service, but the same 
Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of 
them and in everyone it is the same God at work. Now to 
each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good.”



Acts 20:24
“The most important thing is that I complete my mission 
the work that the Lord Jesus gave me to tell people the 
good news about God’s grace.”



I Thessalonians 1:2-3, 7-8
“…We continually remember before our God and Father 
your work produced by faith, your labour prompted by 
love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  And so you became a model to all the 
believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message 
rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—
your faith in God has become known everywhere.”



Here at the bridge, in our 
gatherings, we are…
Focusing on what really matters,

Facing challenges together,
Fortifying our faith,

Fulfilling our divine destiny
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