
Then Peter continued preaching
for a long time, strongly urging
all his listeners, “Save yourselves
from this crooked generation!” 
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Those who believed what Peter
said were baptized and added to
the church that day—about
3,000 in all. All the believers
devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching, and to
fellowship, 
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and to sharing in meals
(including the Lord’s Supper),
and to prayer.
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A deep sense of awe came over
them all, and the apostles
performed many miraculous
signs and wonders. And all the
believers met together in one
place and shared everything
they had.
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They sold their property and
possessions and shared the
money with those in need.  They
worshiped together at the
Temple each day, met in homes
for the Lord’s Supper, and shared
their meals with great joy and
generosity
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all the while praising God and
enjoying the goodwill of all the
people. And each day the Lord
added to their fellowship those
who were being saved.
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“The reason for Christianity’s
success is to be found in its
absolute inclusiveness. More
than any other of its competitor
religions, it attracted all races
and classes. 

KENNETH SCOTT LATOURETTE 



The pagan deities, for example,
were often tied and confined to
certain regions and nations. And
even in the days of its most
active proselytizing activities, 
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Judaism never overcame its
racial boundaries because
converts had to become
culturally Jewish. Christianity,
however, gloried in its appeal to
Jew, Gentile, African, and
barbarian.  
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The philosophers of Greece and
Rome, on the other hand,
appealed to the educated only,
and could never win the masses.
It was one of the charges against
Christianity, that it drew the
lowly and uneducated
multitude- 
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that its essential teaching was so
simple that anybody could
understand. Yet Christianity also
developed a philosophy that
converted some of the greatest
minds in the society.
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And Christianity, too, is for both
sexes, and women were active in
its work, while two of its main
competitor religions were
almost exclusively for men.
Finally, the mystery religions
were mainly for the rich-
initiation was very expensive. 
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There was no other religion that
took in all groups and all stratas
of society. The one tenable
explanation of Christianity’s
inclusiveness was probably its
teaching of the uniqueness of
Jesus Christ.
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For if Jesus was not a teacher
showing the way of salvation but
the Son of God who
accomplished salvation, then
members of both sexes and all
races, the learned and the
unlearned, the high and the low,
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the able and the non-able, might
all be able to share in the
salvation made possible in
Christ.” 
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And all the believers met together
in one place and shared
everything they had. They sold
their property and possessions
and shared the money with those
in need.
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“This wasn’t literal communism.
They weren’t pooling their assets
into a common purse and then
getting a salary from the central
committee. This was a spiritual
communalism. It was a radical
unselfishness when it came to
their goods.” 

T I M O T H Y  K E L L E R



“Their founder (Jesus) taught
them that they should be like
brothers to one another.
Therefore, they despised their
own privacy and viewed their
possessions as common
property.” 

LUCIAN OF SAMOSATA 



All the while praising God and
enjoying the goodwill of all the
people. And each day the Lord
added to their fellowship those
who were being saved.
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After this Jesus appointed
seventy-two others and sent
them two by two ahead of him
to every town and place where
he was about to go. He told
them, “The harvest is plentiful,
but the workers are few. 
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Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers
into his harvest field."
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A Life that Shares:
 Shares life

Shares possessions
Shares mission


