
The conscience is an 
odd thing. It’s the moral

barometer of the heart that
senses when we’ve done
wrong. Everyone has one.



“A clear conscience is the sure 
sign of a bad memory.”

M A R K  T W A I N



Four questions in
our series so far:

 
Do you know why
you were born?



Four questions in
our series so far:

 
Do you know
who you are?



Four questions in
our series so far:

 
Are you willing to

wait for God?



Four questions in
our series so far:

 
How big is your God?



Question #5:
 

Are you willing to face
your past?



“The arc of the moral universe is
long, but it bends toward justice.”

MARTIN LUTHER KING,  JR .



“I tremble for my country when I
reflect that God is just.”

T H O M A S  J E F F E R S O N



“Though the mills of God 
grind slowly, yet they grind
exceeding small.”

H E N R Y  W .  L O N G F E L L O W



“A life for a life, an eye for an eye,
a tooth for a tooth, a hand for a
hand, a foot for a foot.”

E X O D U S  2 1 : 2 3 – 2 4



“Be sure your sin will find you out.”

N U M B E R S  3 2 : 2 3



“Do not be deceived: God is not
mocked, for whatever one sows,
that will he also reap.”

G A L A T I A N S  6 : 7



Our story today comes from
Genesis 42–43. We can

summarize what happens 
in five short phrases:



A journey to Egypt.
A meeting with Joseph.
A journey back home.

A journey back to Egypt.
A grand banquet.



Everything in these two
chapters rests on one reality:

the brothers have no idea
Joseph is still alive. They think

he’s been dead for years.



Joseph wasn’t interested
merely in their physical

needs. Joseph wanted to
see the family put back

together again.



KEY PLOT POINTS IN 
THE STORY:

 
The loss of prosperity strips

them of their self-sufficiency.



KEY PLOT POINTS IN 
THE STORY:

 
The harsh treatment

reminds them of how 
they treated Joseph.



KEY PLOT POINTS IN 
THE STORY:

 
The three days in jail

mirrors the pit into which
they threw Joseph.



KEY PLOT POINTS IN 
THE STORY:

 
Keeping Simeon in Egypt
reminds them of how the

family was divided by
their treachery.



KEY PLOT POINTS IN 
THE STORY:

 
The demand to bring

Benjamin tests their honesty
after years of lying about

their sin.



KEY PLOT POINTS IN 
THE STORY:

 
The returned money

forces them to admit their
guilt to each other.



KEY TURNING POINTS:
 

Confession of Sin



“In truth we are guilty concerning
our brother, in that we saw the
distress of his soul, when he
begged us and we did not listen.
That is why this distress has
come upon us.”

G E N E S I S  4 2 : 2 1



First step:
admit you did wrong.

 
If you want to get better,
the first step is always to
stop blaming others and

start saying, “I was wrong.”



KEY TURNING POINTS:
 

Recognition of God’s Hand



“What is this that God has
done to us?”

G E N E S I S  4 2 : 2 8



“Their throat is an open grave;
they use their tongues to
deceive.”

R O M A N S  3 : 1 3



You can’t help a liar. You can
help anyone struggling with

any sort of sin as long as
they tell the truth.



Three hard words:
“I am guilty” or
“I was wrong.”



“Will we admit what
we have done?”



The Holy Spirit has opened
their eyes to the point where

they see clearly that what
happened years ago is

somehow connected to what
is happening to them today.



The Holy Spirit is the
Divine Connector.



“He came to his senses.”

L U K E  1 5 : 1 7



Anything that brings us to
our senses must be for

our own good.



Repentance is a work of
God in the human heart.

 
Repentance is a gift

from God.



No one can force another
person to repent. To attempt

it is folly of the highest
degree. Only God can bring

another person around.


