


“Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew 
that His hour had come to leave this world and 
return to His Father. He had loved His disciples 
during His ministry on earth, and now He loved 
them to the very end.” 

John 13:1–5



“It was time for supper, and the devil had 
already prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, 
to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father 
had given Him authority over everything and 
that He had come from God and would return 
to God.” 

John 13:1–5



“So He got up from the table, took off His robe, 
wrapped a towel around His waist, and poured 
water into a basin. Then, He began to wash the 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel He 
had around Him.” 

John 13:1–5



“After washing their feet, He put on His robe 
again and sat down and asked, ‘Do you 
understand what I was doing? You call me 
“Teacher” and “Lord”, and you are right, 
because that’s what I am. And since I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought 
to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an 
example to follow. Do as I have done to you.’”

John 13:12–15



“So now I’m giving you a new commandment.”  

John 13:34  



“So now I’m giving you a new commandment: 
love each other. Just as I have loved you, you 
should love each other. Your love for one 
another will prove to the world that you are 
my disciples.”  

John 13:34–35  



The Platinum Rule: As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another.  



“But the newness isn’t so much a matter of 
never having heard words like this before. It’s a 
matter of the mode of this love, the depth and 
type of this love: love one another in the same 
way that I have loved you. It has been hard for 
the disciples up to this point even to appreciate 
what Jesus has been doing on their behalf; 
now He’s telling them to copy Him!...” 

—NT Wright



“As with the footwashing, they are to look back 
at His whole life, His whole way and manner of 
life, and to find in it a pattern, a shape, an 
example, a power. To wash someone else’s feet, 
you have to think of yourself as only a servant. 
That, as we saw, can feed all the wrong kind of 
thinking: it can produce a sort of inverted pride, 
a pride at one’s own humility….” 

—NT Wright



“But with love there’s no danger of that. 
Love is all about the other person. It overflows 
into service, not in order to show off how 
hard-working it is, but because that is its 
natural form. This is to be the badge that the 
Christian community wears before the 
watching world.”  

—NT Wright



What does love require of me?



Kind, tenderhearted, forgiving.

Colossians 3:12–13 



Gentle, sensitive, no backbiting.

Ephesians 4:32



“Love is patient.”

1 Corinthians 13:4



Humble, gentle, patient.

Ephesians 4:2



“Love is kind.”

1 Corinthians 13:4



“Love does not envy.”

1 Corinthians 13:4



“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with 
those who mourn.

Romans 12:15



Does not dishonour others, not self-seeking.

1 Corinthians 13:5



“Don’t push your way to the front; don’t 
sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself 
aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be 
obsessed with getting your own advantage. 
Forget yourselves long enough to lend a 
helping hand.”

Philippians 2:2–5



“Love each other with genuine affection. Be 
good friends who love deeply; practice playing 
second fiddle.”

Romans 12:10



Not easily angered, keeps no record of wrongs, 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always
hopes. Love does no wrong to others. 

1 Corinthians 13:5–7



Compassion, kindness, humility, quiet 
strength, discipline. Even-tempered, content 
with second place, quick to forgive.   

Colossians 3:12–14



“Love never fails.”

1 Corinthians 13:8



“It is obvious what kind of life develops out of 
trying to get your own way all the time: 
repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking 
accumulation of mental and emotional 
garbage; frenzied and joyless grabs for 
happiness; trinket gods; magic-show religion; 
paranoid loneliness; cutthroat competition; 
all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants…”

Galatians 5:19–21 (MSG) 



“…a brutal temper; an impotence to love or 
be loved; divided homes and divided lives; 
small-minded and lopsided pursuits; the 
vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone 
into a rival; uncontrolled and uncontrollable 
addictions; ugly parodies of community. 
I could go on.”

Galatians 5:19–21 (MSG) 



Our devotion to God puts the person 
next to me in front of me.  



“This is my commandment: Love each other in 
the same way I have loved you.” There we have 
it again! Jesus knows that repetition is required 

for them to get it and for us to get it. “Love 
each other in the same way I have loved 
you. There is no greater love than to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends.” 



Love that displays 
selflessness and sacrifice.



Remember that, as dearly loved children, 
we walk in the way of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave Himself up for us.  
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